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LATION OF THE ENCOVN- 


TER AND BLOODY SLAVGHTER 


which is newly happened betwcene the Mar- 


queſle Spiyolas forces,and the forces within the Towne of 
Breda, occafioned by the enemies ſurpſiral of a woad 
who at length tooke it in , by whichmeanes he is ap- 
proched very neere tothe Towne, although with 
the loſle of a great number of his men, and fiue 
of his chicfeſt Commanders. 


With the copic ofa Letter ſent by the Marquis 
Spinela to the Archdaſſes of Auſtria, the which was inter- 
cepred by the Prince of Oranges horimen, to this ef- 
fet,cpenly ſhewing his priuare intent for whatcau- 
ſes he muſt of neceflitie leaus the hiege of Breda, 
and would haue done b« tore now, had it not 

becnue that bee muſt haue indangerea to hane 
left his Ordnance behind him, 


Likewiſe a confirivatiue rehearſall of relieuing the Towne 
of Breda aitera new inuention, with the Prince of Oranges 
deſfignes,both to annoy the enemy ,and drowne 
their trenches. 


Printed at London by B, 4. for THomas ARCHER, andare 
to be ſolde at iis ſhop in Popes head Alicy, ouer againſt 
the Hg: of the Horſe-ſnoe, 162 5, 
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Ni EN 
RELTION OF 
ALL THE FXAIESAR UEb 
which bappened betweene the Campe of 


Spinola , and the Towne of Breads, as wee are 
credibly certified, and certainly 
informed, 


beene newes to moſt men, that they haue deenc 

ſo long without newes ; bur there-isonely one 
ſupreme power , whom the Wind and Seas obey: 
as for man, he muſt purpoſe, but God determines, 
for howſoeuer it was was our defire to fatisfic the 
deſire of men, whoſe nature is, noui! atis awida, yet 
through the aduerſitic of the winds wee were fru- 
ſtrate a long time of our intelligence, neither were 
the winds on2ly oppoſite to our appetites, but wee 


| doubt not, but it is witkout doubt that it hath 


were hindred by another vnfortunate diſtafter, for 
a Pink:, of which one Bleffonle of. Fluſhing a 
duchman was owner, in the which , the Poſt from 
Hallend was apaſſenger , and was vahappily ſur- 
prited and taken by the Dunkerkes , all the men in 
it being captiuated and carried to Oaſtend, the 

A 3 which 


F - To 
which veſſell was chiefly lodenwith Engliſh Mar. 
chants goods , which according to eſtimation did 
amount to the value of twelue thouſand pounds 
ferling , one of thoſe which were to be tranſpor- 
ted init, hanivg at the leaſt a thouſand pounds.in 
gold about him: neither was there likely to hae 
beenea period of the Spaniards priſe, for Bleftonle 
himſelfe in another Pinke of his , was too neerea 
companion in the like danger, being likely to 
ſhare with the former ſhip in the ſame misfortune, 
but he moſt Juckily eſpying the other Pinke taken 
(as report and fame informes vs ) did ſpeedily re- 
tire homeward , by which flight ( as moſt men 
.coniefture): he: made a fafe and ſucceſlcfull eſcape 
-out of the Pawes of his enemies and hee was freed 
-from-rhefuric of his foes = | 


. Left therefore our intclligence from Breda 
might-ſceme. :ftrange and fabulous to many peo- 
ple ;- and: they. may giue no credit to our Re- 
| lation concerning the paſlages in that place, in 
regard that.they may ſuppoſe wee could net 
artaine: to: the knowledge of theſe affaires : theſe 
«re--to: notifie vnto them , that although in- 
deede, *Wwee' haue had nothing to vnderftand, 
according: to opr : former manner and forme 
oi receiuing .inte[]:;gence ; yer by another ac- 
cident wee. have accompliſhed it : for al- 
though indeede by the contrarietie and oppo- 
ation of the winds, wee could not cnioy the 

Newes 


3 

Newes of forraine parts , yet by the meanes 
of the land 'pafſengers wee haue purchaſed 
the poſſcſhon of them, for there was a Pet 
which paſſed through Flaunders into France, 
and ſo from Calice ſayled to this our ſoyle, 
by whom we haue this intelligence. 


__ - Howſoeuer, indeede it 1s ftill confirmed, 
that the Italian and the Quarter Van Pauls 
Baeliow, were compelled tro remoue, and their 
Forts dimoliſhed by the late invndation of the 
Marke : and there was a two-fold ayde at- 
foorded to the Towne by that meane , in 
regard there was not onely a carrying in, of 
all necefſarie prouifion, but alſo a bringing 
out of the ſame impotent people, who were 
fit for no imployments', that might either pro- 
cure the ſafetie or ſecuritic of the Towne, 
whoſe iceble limmes beeing vnable to fup- 
port themſclues, did rather preiudice then 
| promiſe preſeruation to it, yet notwithſtan- 
ding, the Towne hath not recciued reliefe af- 
ter ſuch a meaſure, though in ſome manner a- 


foreſaid. 


Moreouer, Marqaeſſe Spinols hath of late 
hit a Marke which he long aymed at, for where- 


as there was a great denſe thicke wood , ſeated be- 
eweene | 


(4) 

eweene his Leager and the Towne, lying neere ad- 
ioyning to the way from the Towne to Antwerp, 
bordering vpon one of the corners,the which they 
laboured by all poſſible meanes to ceraine his for. 
ces from the entrance, in regard it wouidno leſſe 
aduantage their cnemy,then indamage themlſelues; 
for who is ignorant what odds it 1s for their aduer- 
fary to hauc his forces ſo incamped, that they ſhall 
haue libertieat any time to aſſault and barter the 
Towne, the which they might more opportunely 
doe,in regard they were neerer adioyning to it,and 
fafely retire afore they had requited the injury 
which they had receiued ; all which benefits the 
wood could affoord them , in regard they being 
planted in it, might charge the Towne without dr 
fcouery, and in the meane time themſelues bee ob- 
ſcured from the fight, and ſo ſecured from the ſhot 
of the inhabitants; the which wood Spixz/es forces 
haue lately gained , whereby they are ncerer the 
Towne,and have hope to make more powerful and 
fuccefſcfull affaults againſt it. Thus you haue heard 
the fortunes of our foes forces, and the ſucceſſe of 
of their enterpriſes; but as I will not bee partiall of 
our fide, ſo giue mee leaue to ſpeake the truth, and 
let mee not onely bee the relater of bad, but alfo 
_ the Meſſenger of glad tidings, and let mee mingle 
heney with my gall, that as the good ſucceſle of 
our enemies may make vs humble, ſo the proſpert- 
tic of our friends may make vs thankfull, 


For 


(7) 


For although the forces of Sp;»0/4 got 
entraunce into the YVood: yet with much 
difficultic and great effuſion of blood. For the 
Towne percciuing the proie@ and diſcerning 
the drift of Sp:wola, labour to hinder and ſtay 
him from attayning to his intended ſcope, 
and to withoid him from the ends of his in- 
tents , who ſecking the ſafery of the Towne, 
and indeyouring to preuent him of his pur- 
poſes, ſallied out to fee if they could giue him 
the repulſ{*, when as they did withno lefſe va- 
lour defei:d themſe!ues then to offend their 
aduerſaries , and: behaued themſelues with 
ſuch vndanuted couragehart with a little loſſe 
of their owne men , they ouerthrew fifteenc 
hundred of the enemies. In which combat im- 
partiall death which knocketh aſwell at the 
Portalls of Princes pallaces , as at the doores 
of poore mens cottages, atrefted fiue of Spz- 
wolaes chiete Commaunders who were layne 
in the company . Thus though they gained 
the wood, yet they loft their blood; the which 
as it hath beene fleſht the inhabitantes of the 
towne (who ſiill are earneſt and humble ſui- 
ters to God tobe their protector , andto 
rayſe them ſome friends , which may rayſc 
the fiedge of their enemies,) So it can not 
chooſe but a little fright and teare Spezo/a to 


ſec the towne to ſtrong; though after io long a 
B moſt 


(8) 


fiedge to encounter with him, ray Thad al. 
moſt ſayd to conquer him and giue him the 
ouett hraw. 


 Neuerthelefſe, I dare fay the Towne could 
wiſh that either the VVood were fired, or thejr 
foes farther from it, for the remoouall of 
whom, it-is ſuppoſed that the Towne and 
the Prince of Oraxge bane intended this ſtra- 
tage, Viz. To cut a ditch in the banke of 
the river, whereby ſince they cannot fire 
the wood, they will drowne it : and fo force 
them by that meanes to forſake it, the which 
is probable and likely to be done, .in regard 
of the aboundonce: of raine which hath latc- 
ly falne in thoſe parts, doth -thteaten ſuch a 
deluge withour. their aſſiſtance; and without 
the putting off: their art oracmes, in execu- 
tion, ſo that notwithſtanding the Towne doth 
fill retayne a ſtrong hope and. firme perſwa- 
f100, that they will be forced to loofothat 
wood, (: which indeed is now to them a 
ftrong fort 'ahd bullwarke) with no. lefle ſor- 
zow then they found it : which if as they 
do, it will be very benifitiall; ſo if they do 
not, it will bee very prejuditiall and harme- 


full mtothem.,.  IOTDEALAAEL 


_ Neither 


©) 


Neither let. me omit to relate the late bu- 
riall of the five Commaunders of Sprno/ars 
campe , as haue formerly told you of their 
departure , who afffr they had giucn ouet 
the weariſome pilgrimage of this life , their 
corps were carried ina cart to Aztwerp: who 
after long lamentation and much mourning 
for the loſe of ſo worthy captaines and cou- 
ragious leaders made by the lining people, 
and the cxcefſ1ue ſorrow of the Marqueſle for 
the being depriued of tizoſe in whome the 
anchor of his hope of conqueſt was whol- 


ly fixed , they r:ferred their bodies to the 


wombes from whence they firft had being , 
and committed them tothe earth, which1s 
the matter out of which all men are produ- 


. 


1 


Moreouer wee vnderſtand that the Prince 
of Orange by anew ſtrange vnheard of Strata- 
gem , dothdayly and hourely intend to fend 


ſuccour and reliefe vnto the towne , for he 
hath inuented certaine flat bottome boares, 
which draw very little water,thar he may faile 
1n any place of the river as conueniency doth 
require : in which boates he hath aſwell plan- 
ted picces of Ordinance aboue deck , as pla- _ 

B 2 ced 


(16) 
ced Muskatiers below, whereby he may ſend. 
deadly meſſcngers to thoſe encmies that are 
remote aſwell as rhoſe that are propinque and 
neere at hand : whereby it is to be hoped for, 
that will the enemie, or nill he , hewilltranſ- 
pot ſuſtenance vnto'the towne , for the wa- 
ters deny the enemy fuch free accefle as for. 
merly he had , and likewyſe this new deviſe 


doth carry more likelihood of helping the 
towne to neceflary prouiſton. 


—_— 


a” 


Neither is there onely this probability doth 
promiſe them aſſiſtance , for they haue cer- 
raine fuceour by this meanes which follow- 
eth: For ſome men being led as by the ar- 
dent zcale and affeftion which they beare 
to the towne ,, as the mortall hatred which 
they owe tothe enemy , haue ſhaked hands 
with, feare and valiantly venrred rheir liues 
for the afhſtance of their friendes , who 
having made themiſclues long boates 
which doe come vp to their croth, they doe 
viually waide through the water , and by 
Kealrth .carri: vpon their backes burthens of 
dread and butter , whereby thetowne doth 
zeape noſmallrelicte. T | 


We 


(n) 


| Wehauelikewiſe in tell; the cop- 
 picofa [ctter ſent from Ven ent 
, the Arch-dutchefſe, the which was intcrcep- 
ted by ſome of the Prince of Oremges Free- 
booters: The contents of which were to this 
efcQ as followeth. 


TO THE ILL VS 
TRIOVS, HIGH AND 
Mighty Princeſle, {/abelia ( lara 
Eugenia , Auſtria, Infanta ol Spaine, 
Dutchefle of Burgundie , and 


Brabant , Countefle of 
Flanders, © | 


I OST Illufttious Prin- 


ceſle : There is no man 
can build vpon the cer- 
tainty of fate in this 
World, for Fortune 
15 alwayes fickle, con- 
ſtant in nothing but in- 
conſtancy, and like the 
Moone cuer changing, for who doth ſurely 
nn know 


(B) 
know , or can determine the fucceſlc ol... he 
Warres, or who can diue into the drift of 
deſtiny , humaine frailry in ehis tranfitory 
life , is like a Ship ſayling vppon the Ocean, 
ſometimes driuen by a proſperous Gale of 
VWinde to the wiſht for Port , and deſired 
Hauen : And ſometimes hauing a repulſe by 
an aduerſe Winde, intertayneth no hope of 
helpe , but is ready cucry moment andeach 
inſtant of time , robe rackt yppon the Rocke 
of miſtortune , and to be ſwallowed vp inthe 


depth and abifſe of miſery. 


Inced not range abroad into Forraigne 
nations for an example, alas I haue a taſt of 
the ſame greife in my owne boſome: for 
itis not conſfealed from your gratious high- 


neſſe, nor yet obſcured and hidd, from the 
intellet and vndcrſtanding of moſt parts 
of Chriſtendome , what hopes (and them 
not. built vpon the ſands of valike'yhoods, 
bur cuen all moſt certainties , it there bee 
certairitie in ſublunary affaires) inſtly wee 
had conceiued of the captjuating of the be- 
ſiedged Towne of Breda. 


The which did languiſh,with the fcearcity of 
able men.and of food, and ſuſtenance, ſo that 


indced I had not the leaſt doubt, but thar 
- | either 


(14) 
either I ſhould: force them ts yeald, or fa. 
miſh them. 


\ But when it came to the vpſÞot, and 
our hoped for conqueſt ſeemed to grow 
ro ripeneſſe and maturity, the heauens did 
ſceme to croſſe our proics, and to et a 
| on plus vhera to our delignes. = 


For ſeeming as if they had fought a- 
gainſt vs, and powerd downe ayd to our 
_ enemies, there fell ſuch great ſtore of rayne 
as it remoued two of our quarters, and ru- 
ined the forts; by which meanes the Towne 
receiued releife from the encmie, and doth 
reſamere vires: and gather ſtrength, like a 
ſicke man recouerd : the feeble are growne 
powertfu'l , the diſpayring hopctull , the 
cowardly coragious , and howſocuer for- 
merly their hearts ſeemed as it were broken, 
yet now like a bone once crackrt and refer, 
they are growne more ſtrong and able : 
they haue vicuall ſufficient to ſerue them 
halfe a yeere , asthe generall report informes 
vs: but wee are not able ſo long to conti- 
nue the ſedge, in regard of the tediouſnes 


of the winter , which our mens conftitituon 
cannot tollerate. p 
As 


= ©—. 
as alſo in reſpe& of the ſickneſle 'in our 
Campe. The impotencie and weake- 
neſſe of our men., who ſeeme a great 
deale more fitter to entertaine a Cofhne, 
then to matntaine a Combatte. : And 
whoſe Bruled and - Brocken Bodies arc 
redy to ſurrender their : Soules into the 
hands of their Creator. - Neither am I 
any wales able to make a full diſcription 
of our wants, which are almoſt paſt re- 
lation. For. how are wee able to con- 
tinue the Sledge, or withſtand our Ene- 
mies , which doe of all ſides inuiorne vs, 
and before and betweene threaten dil- 
trution to.our Campe ,, whoſe forces 
doe ftiil threaren deſtruction to our 
Campe. For what if Count Mar(fiede 
ſhould ſet vpon vs , who as they arc 
tranſcending vs in power, foe they are 
freſh", able of body, valiant of minde, 
full of vigor, and couragious , and {ſo 
In every reſpect vnequall matches, to 0. 
mitte to ſpeake of the Prince of Orazges 
army which doth continually labour to 
intercept our proviſion ,” and to ſerve vs 
with the ſame ſauce wee prouided tor 
the Towne, whole forces being thoughe 
not aboue ours in reſpec of the warres, 


yct farre more powerfull in regard they 
C haue 


(1) 
haue their full of ViQualles, which now 
doe lye incamped at Reſcenaate, alwaies 
watching occafion to effe& that , which 
they menace tao wiſh our onerthrow, 
but I: cannot forget, neither the {carci- 
tie of money , as well as meatc in our 
Campe , which  indeede bee the very 
Sinewes of the warres, Which hold the 
Companies together , for it is ptobable, 
that the Souldiers will not continue 
their Siedge , except we continue our 
pay. Will they lye in the cold? indure 
the hunger , nakednefle , and all the 
miſeries , a)moſt this world can infli& 


vpon a man, and haue noe paines for 
theirpaines 2 


The Husband man will nor longer 
plow that ground , which yeeldes him 
noe increaſe, the Marriner ſaile into thar 
Countrey, from whence hee can haue 
noe Trafhque , nor the Souldier ſerue 
that Capraine , which cannot pay him, 
Ic it the want of meate , from whence 
weakeneſſe , and fickeneſfe haue their 
birth, and it is the wantof money which 
| 6 the Motherof mutinge, which force- 


eth 


(15) 
eth forces toflye from their colours, hun 
ger breakerh fione welles , much more 
cauſeth the Souldier if his legees will 
give him leaue, or ifhee bee nor tofkee® 
ble to walke, to forfake his Commane - 
der -in the open field, 


In deede my army 1s perplext- with 
wi lions of miſeries , for Nackednefle 
bath taken poſſeſſion of my Souldies 
backes , hunger of their bellies, cold, 
of their perſons , pouertie of their pur- 
ſes , and that I may include much wat- 
ter in one word , they haue no obie&t 
but feare on all fides, and wee hope of 
flight of any. 


. 


Tis true ; wee haue lately taken a wood 
the cntrance of which the Towne did 
a long time defend and keepe from vs, 
the which indeede is neere to the Towne 
and ſomewhat advantagious to vs, In 
regard that nature hath ſo fortified, and 
made it fitr for our purpoſes : bur yet 
wee haue ſinale hope, of the long ftuiti- 
C 2 ON 


(16) 

@n of it, in regard there is more then 
probable -poſl billi;ie that they will re- 
mooue vs out of -it, in regard, that the 
bankes of the Riuer are ſo {weld, with 
the late and long continuance of rayne, 
as we have little hope : and much feare, 
that they will force vs out of it, by let- 
ting in the water vpon it; for it lyeth 
ſomewhat low, and the River may with 
ſmall difficultie, make an 1nundation 0- 
uer it. 


Thus haue I patticipited vnto you : 
moſt accompliſht Princes, all the affaircs 
our Armie , and miſerics of our men, 
which are ſo exceeding ; that in my 0- 
pinion , if I may ſpeake it , with your 
conſent and | approbation , it is beſt to 
relinquiſh the ſeidge, and find ſome 0- 
_ ther imployment for our Souldiers, the 
which indeede, howſoeuer it may ſeeme 
very diffcultie to remone my Army with 
out the loſſe of my Ordnances, arid grear 
Peices, for it is to be feared, that they 
cannot fo ſpedily be brought away , as 
the men and morelight Munition, 


— _— 


Yet 


(17) 


Yet it is better agreeable to ſenſe, and 
bath more harmony with Pollicy , to 
looſe a limme, then to hazard the whole 

| body, and to endanger ſome ofthe mem. 
| bers of our Army , then to preiudice & 
k ouerthrowe all our forces? Thus haue I 
t done my duty in relating vnto- you, the 
R the ſumme and ſubſtance of all the pa 
t ſages, betweene the Towne and our 
i Campe, and deſire to knowe your 
pleaſure; for my pulſes beate accor- 
ding to the diſpoſition of your 
Royall heart, who am in readi= 
neſle to ina&t, whatſocuer you 
ſhall dire& me. 


——— 
i ——— CN 


